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The Hoare Furnishings Trust

The Hoare Trust was been founded to assist needy Church of England parishes with the acquisition or conservation of high quality church furnishings. These include eucharistic vestments, copes, altar frontals, pulpit and lectern falls, tabernacle veils and processional banners.  In all cases, items need to be in use or intended to be put into use in a church or chapel and the parish should be in financial need.  

The income from the Hoare Trust endowment is small. The Society of the Faith, which administers the trust, expects to make one or two modest grants out of the income each year.  The sums are, unfortunately, too small wholly to finance the purchase or restoration of individual items but it is hoped that they will, at least, facilitate such projects. 

Applications for a grant should be submitted by, as appropriate, an incumbent, priest in charge, chaplain or church officer and be accompanied by an estimate of the cost and a colour photograph.  In cases involving conservation, a methodology statement from the conservator will also be needed.  Information about the finances of the parish will also be required.

Whilst each application will be considered on its merits, the following criteria apply in all cases which relate to the conservation of existing furnishings:

1. Work must usually be undertaken by a trained conservator approved by the MGC or accredited to UKIC standards.
2. A grant will be made only where the work is to be conserved and not where work is to be ‘reinterpreted’ or completely ‘restored’.
3. As much of the original material as possible, including fringes and tassels, should be retained.
4. Only natural materials should be used, replacing like with like.  In cases where it is proposed that the ground fabric be replaced, a fabric of the same material, colour, quality and style in keeping with the original should be used.
5. The object should be made up to the same manner and weight as the original.  Replacement linings should be of the same material, quality, weight and in the same number of layers as in the original.  If, however, an item is to be recouched, the supportive couching will be accepted as a layer in its own right.
6. All stitching should be by hand, except when joining loom widths, where machine stitching is acceptable.
7. Complex repair work, such as remounting, should only be undertaken by trained conservators.

The Society of the Faith itself can also provide grants for the acquisition or conservation of high-quality church furnishings.


The Society of the Faith (Incorporated)
Registered in England as a limited company number 214216
Registered with the Charity Commission number 232821

Hoare Furnishings Trust Grants
Application Form

This form should be completed by those wishing to apply for a grant. For churches this should be either the parish priest or an authorised representative of the Parochial Church Council.


Name of parish ..........................................................................................................

Name or dedication of church.................................................................................. 

Name of Benefice.......................................................................................................

Name of Diocese .......................................................................................................

Name, address and church position of applicant 


…..................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................


Email.............................................................................................................................

Tel. number ..................................................................................................................



A. The item(s) 

1: Please supply as much information as possible about the item(s) being restored, including its history and enclose photographs.














B. Costs and reports

1: Please provide a copy of a report from a qualified conservator. If you do not have such a report please explain why.





2: What is the expected total cost of project? Please supply copies of estimate(s).




3. What funds from your own resources are available for this work? Please send a copy of your last annual report and accounts.




4: What other sources of funding have you approached and with what success?  Please provide evidence. 




5: How much Hoare Furnishings Trust grant are you hoping to receive? 





6: If this, and other grants, do not cover the full cost of the estimates how do you propose to make up the shortfall? 




7: Is the planned work covered by the Faculty Jurisdiction?  If so, please provide copies of relevant reports and correspondence, for example with the Archdeacon and/or DAC.









C. Parish life and finances Please give a very brief description of the parish, mentioning average Sunday attendance and number of communicants. Please also identify any special problems or likely calls on expenditure. Say whether it is intended that the item(s) will be in regular use once conserved.







Signed Parish priest or officer ...................................................................................

Date ..........................................................................................................................

Contact name, address and telephone number if different from parish priest

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

Please return the completed form together with any supporting documents to the Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs Margery Roberts, The Society of the Faith, Faith House, 7 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QB

Registered Office : Faith House, 7 Tufton Street, London SW1P 3QB
